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Preface

Blogging has surged in popularity in recent years. Companies and individuals are using blogging in order to express their voices
and connect with their audience. Most of this is performed on the popular WordPress platform.

WordPress is a free and open-source content management system (CMS) based on PHP and MySQL. Features include a plugin
architecture and a template system. WordPress was used by more than 23.3% of the top 10 million websites as of January 2015.

WordPress is the most popular blogging system in use on the Web, at more than 60 million websites. (Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/-
wiki/WordPress)

Web Code Geeks (https://www.webcodegeeks.com/) recommend using WordPress as your publishing platform. We have been
using it with great success for several years now.

This short guide will help you start your own blog with WordPress. It will get you up to speed to quickly launch your personal
or company blog!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WordPress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WordPress
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/
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Chapter 1

Why be a blogger?

I am quite sure that most of you have gone through that phase in your career when you feel that after many years of practice you
have accomplished to rise above the basic level of writing short programs and manage to consistently develop unique software.

You suddenly know that you can become known as the subject matter expert to a particular set of problems, but at the same time
you do not seem to find a way to convince people about your proficiency and get them to have your work noticed. In other words
you’ve reached an important milestone in your career where you should build your personal brand, but you cannot figure out
how.

Well you know what; blogging is the missing link that will give your business the required. Blogging opens up a wide range of
opportunities for developers and it is a great tool through which you can share what you know, market your expertise and sell
your products.

You will be thrilled by the magical effect blogging will bring into your career. Some of the things that a blog will do for you are:

• Help your clients or future employers to know you better. Though for some people your LinkedIn profile may be enough, it
cannot provide your prospect employers with the proper insight to the quality of your work and the level of your commitment.

• Drive a lot of publicity towards your side. Writing consistent and relevant content can really generate a lot of traffic without
necessarily require from you to master SEO strategies.

• Change the way you see things. After a few months of blogging you will find yourself developing a mindset much better-
rounded. One of the greatest differences between blogging and traditional publishing is the opportunity for readers to offer
feedback. As the blog’s writer, you introduce a topic that you feel is significant and meaningful. You take time to lay out a
subject in the minds of your readers and offer your thoughts on the topic. Then, the readers get to respond. And often at times,
their responses in the comment section challenge you to take a new, fresh look at the very topic you thought was so important
at first.

• Boost your level of confidence and make you a better developer and writer. My advisor at the university suggested that the
best way to understand a subject is to write about it. Writing for a particular subject helps you dig deeper into it, increase your
level of confidence and clear up any dark areas you may not even know existed.

• Serve as a personal digital record. Blogging trains you to be observant and gives weight to your personal growth. In that
way it trains your mind to track life and articulate the changes you are experiencing. Your blog will become a personal journal
of your life that is saved “in the cloud.” It can never be lost, stolen, or destroyed in a fire.

Important Note: There may be some people out there who believe that all or most of the above can be achieved by any of the
well-known social networks. Like Scott Hanselman clearly states:

“. . . giving control - and sometimes ownership - of your content to social media companies is an approach that will SURELY fail.
These companies are profoundly overvalued, don’t care about permalinks, don’t make your content portable, and have terms of
service that are so complex and obtuse that there are entire websites dedicate to explaining them.”

Based on all of the previous points, our recommendation for keeping control of your content is to buy a domain on the Web and
blog there. It will certainly require extra effort, but it’s totally worth it.

Now, let’s try to address some of the most common questions.

https://www.hanselman.com/
https://www.hanselman.com/blog/YourWordsAreWasted.aspx
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Chapter 2

Why WordPress?

• Support: For many, thinking of WordPress is identical to thinking “blog.” WordPress is one of the world’s most powerful
blogging platforms. According to W3Techs, WordPress is used by 58.6% of all the websites whose content management
system we know. This is 24.9% of all websites. Now that is a huge number, a number that makes it almost impossible to find
anything close to and as well-supported as WordPress. This means that if you deal with any kind of problem with WordPress,
the chances of not getting a solution are almost zero.

• Customization: WordPress plugin architecture allows users to extend the features and functionality of a website or blog.
WordPress has over 40,501 plugins available, each of which offers custom functions and features enabling you to tailor your
blog to your specific needs and give it a unique look.

• Control: With WordPress, you use a WordPress hosting provider to host your own site. You are free to decide how long you
want to run it and when you want to shut it down. You own all your data, and you control what information you share with any
third party. This is not the case with many of the other popular blogging platforms out there.

That’s why we highly recommend using WordPress as your publishing platform, unless of course you have a specific reason
to do otherwise.

https://w3techs.com/technologies/details/cm-wordpress/all/all
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plug-in_(computing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WordPress#cite_note-12
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Chapter 3

Types of WordPress Hosting

After choosing web platform you have to decide your hosting strategy. Here you have several options available, but before we
explore all of them in detail, the first question you have to answer is :

"Do I go for a free or a paid service hosting?"

Now I know that many of you guys will think that free hosting is the way to go since you probably don’t want to invest a lot of
money for blogging, at least not until you are certain that it is the tool to accomplish your personal or professional purposes. As
much as tempting that sounds, there are a lot of reasons why you should NOT go to a free hosting option:

• Free blogs appear less professional than paid ones.

• You have less control over the customization and look and feel of your blog.

• You have limited advertising and selling options.

• You have a limited amount of bandwidth, video time, and memory space.

• Unless you pay for your domain you’ll be obliged to get an additional domain name to your own, such as wordpress.com or
blogspot.com. Thus your blog URL will look something like MyDomainName.wordpress.com.

For all these reasons low-cost hosting is the choice I highly recommend for any blogger who is just starting up. It will not give
you the most powerful server and the greatest amount of bandwidth, but if you’re just starting out with blogging, performance is
not the first priority on your list.

Now don’t get me wrong here; Low-cost hosting is definitely not a solution that fits all. It is addressed mostly to personal
bloggers or people who are just starting out with exposing their work to the public without having any previous experience. All
of the other alternatives we will discuss in the following sections, fall under the category of the paid service hosting and have
their cons and pros that we will try to explore in detail:

3.1 Shared Hosting

Shared hosting is the lowest tier available, but for many WordPress users (like startup bloggers for example), it is all that is
needed. In this solution, a single server is partitioned for use by several clients who share the server’s resources as they are
needed. This means that you have not a guaranteed allotment of system resources which makes this type of hosting the least
reliable, but also the most affordable.

There are a lot of companies in the market that offer shared WordPress hosting packages with a vast range of prices. Below you
can find the lowest cost offerings of the most popular ones. Of course prices may change and naturally these are not the only
companies providing shared WordPress hosting, but the list is provided as a guide for those of you who would like to dig deeper
into this area. As we will explain later, Bluehost is our recommendation for shared WordPress hosting.

https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
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Figure 3.1: Shared WordPress Hosting Solutions

3.2 Managed Hosting

Although shared hosting can do the trick for a lot of you, it is not the most reliable and care-free solution. Since resources are
shared in a shared hosting scenario, it is not rare to find yourself dealing with issues regarding speed, security and up-time, losing
the focus of what truly matters: selling your products and/or services to customers.

This is where Managed Hosting comes along. In a nutshell, managed WordPress hosting deals with all of the back-end tasks
related to running a WordPress site, so that you don’t have to.

Beyond hosting, Managed WordPress Hosting also brings specific WordPress experience and work to optimize your site in
many areas: speed, security, up-time, and updates to the WordPress core and plugin compatibility. Packages here include more
expensive options, but they offer more features. Personal bloggers would probably be better off without managed hosting, but on
the other hand, small businesses and big corporations should definitely consider it.

The cost of managed hosting is totally justified if you compare it to that of hiring a system administrator to handle the various
issues of a shared hosting environment.
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Also remember something that is really important: Managed hosting is geared specifically towards WordPress. If you want your
site to be on the cutting edge, having a provider focused on your content management system can pay off.

Advantages compared to Shared Hosting

• Increased site speed

• Enhanced Security

• Reliable up-time

• Automatic Updates to the WordPress core

• Checks for plugin compatibility

Security is key. With WordPress powering about 18% of the web these days, it is a big target for spammers and hackers. Managed
hosting services take security very seriously.

Is Managed WordPress Hosting a Good Investment?

Whether or not to get managed WordPress hosting ultimately comes down to a logical analysis of costs and benefits - will the time
you save and the features you gain end up saving more money than you spend on managed WordPress hosting? If the answer
is yes, then it is hard to justify not making the switch. If the answer is no then low-cost shared hosting is the recommended
approach.

To make things even easier, we have brought together a list with the 6 most popular and reliable managed WordPress hosting
solutions. The list is based on our experience and research and serves as a guideline to your final decision, should you decide
that managed hosting is the right choice for you:
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Figure 3.2: Managed WordPress Hosting Solutions
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3.3 Virtual Private Servers

A VPS is a private, virtual server that exists on a much more powerful physical machine and has its resources fully partitioned for
two or more clients. But unlike shared hosting, you have a guaranteed allotment of system resources that only you have access
to and no crossover occurs between clients.

So, even if there is a much bigger website than yours on another VPS, hosted on the same physical machine, that won’t matter:
you’re always guaranteed the system resources that you’re paying for. Think of it like one big computer, running lots of little
computers inside of it. This means that in terms of performance and scalability, a VPS is a better solution than that of a shared
hosting. Plus you do not have to worry about migration once your site grows bigger.

VPS hosting is best for businesses, websites that experience heavy traffic and websites that require custom software installations.

The main downfall of VPS is that due to the fact that it is not a solution specialized in WordPress, you have to perform all server
management tasks on your own. In most cases a VPS comes with only its operating system installed and you are the person
responsible for installing all the stuff needed for a WordPress to run smoothly.

This includes the main installation of WordPress, along with all its necessary updates and plugins and all the relative software
required for your WordPress site to run correctly (PHP, MySQL etc.). Plus, all architectural decisions regarding security, scaling
and caching should be taken and implemented by you. The are no control panels, one-click installations or user friendly interfaces
here.

The command line is your only friend. So, if you are not absolute certain about your WordPress installation and administration
skills, I would strongly advise you to choose any of the Managed Hosting solutions presented in this article that may cost you
more, but will definitely save you from a lot of trouble.

Now, if you decide to go down that road, there are a few options in the market, the best of which are Linode and Digital Ocean.
Digital Ocean is the recommendedoption and probably the least expensive ($5/month whereas Linode starts at $10/month). They
are very responsive and they have blazing fast SSDs for all their virtual machines.

To sum up, here are some reasons why you might choose this choice:

• You want to get the absolute highest ROI in terms of web hosting costs versus raw performance

• You have the required server management skills and you feel confident that you can handle the daily tasks of administering
a server exposed to the Internet.

• You want to use a server for more than just hosting a WordPress site (After all you are getting a server, so you can basically
do whatever you want with it!)

3.4 Cloud Hosting

The invention of cloud computing brought about a revolution in storage and velocity. Its three main characteristics - Availability,
Scalability and Redundancy enabled it to become an extremely successful model for providing Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS)
over the Internet.

3.4.1 Cloud Hosting vs VPS

Cloud Hosting has a lot of common features with VPS. A cloud server is essentially a VPS server, but there are subtle differences
between these two solutions, the main of which are:

• Clouds are usually accessible via an API allowing you for dynamic resource provisioning

• Clouds have a pay-as-you-go model, while VPS usually has a fixed monthly price that includes certain bandwidth

• VPS is focused on the server/compute with hard disk local storage while clouds usually provide more services such as database,
load balancing, networking, etc.

https://www.linode.com/
https://www.digitalocean.com/
https://www.digitalocean.com/
https://www.linode.com/
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3.4.2 Unmanaged Cloud Hosting

The term unmanaged cloud hosting means that in any of the available products you’re provided with one or more servers in the
cloud that usually has no additional software or configuration apart from its operating system. Like in the VPS scenario, the
installation of WordPress as well as the work of any supplemental patching or configuration, has to be done on your own and that
is something that requires a significant amount of server-management knowledge and technical expertise.

With a basic, unmanaged hosting plan, you cannot run websites “out of the box” and there is no graphical interface for you to
use to interact with the server. In short, unmanaged servers/hosting plans are definitely reserved for the tech savvy!

The three key players in the cloud computing market are Amazon, Microsoft, Google and IBM, with the following respective
product names:

• Google Cloud

• Amazon Web Services

• Microsoft Azure

• IBM SoftLayer

3.4.3 Managed Cloud Hosting

On the other hand, in Managed WordPress Cloud Hosting, everything from the hardware to the software is highly tuned for
running only WordPress sites. Patching, updating, configuration are automatically configured by the hosting service and thus no
server management skills are required.

The main disadvantage of this type of managed hosting is the loss of flexibility. Often you may be restricted to only running
certain WordPress plugins or updates. Other than that Managed WordPress Cloud Hosting should be in your list of solutions
especially if you require high performance and security and less personal involvement in the administration of your site.

One of the leaders in the space of Managed Cloud Hosting is Cloudways. Cloudways (Cloudways Managed Cloud Hosting
Giveaway) offers managed cloud hosting. This means that they configure your servers, they patch them, and they apply updates
to your application software. You don’t have to lift a finger.

All cloud servers on Cloudways get automatic firmware and OS patches so you don’t have to worry about the security of
your server. And all servers & applications are tucked away behind secure firewalls to prevent unauthorized access or hacking
attempts. So to summarize, you don’t have to worry about your cloud server at all. Cloudways has everything covered.

They also offer One-click WordPress installation (in addition to many other website options). This means you can skip the
tedious steps for manual WordPress installation, and spend more time focusing on your website content.

As we briefly mentioned before, Cloudways has automatic WordPress updates. When WordPress releases an update it will
automatically be applied to your server. This way you don’t have to worry about your website if you take a long holiday, or are
away from the office for a while - Cloudways has you covered.

https://www.cloudways.com/
https://www.cloudways.com/
https://www.cloudways.com/
https://www.cloudways.com/
https://www.cloudways.com/
https://www.cloudways.com/
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Chapter 4

BlueHost Case Study

It seems that from all the available scenarios, the low-cost WordPress shared hosting scenario attracts a lot of attention. Therefore
as a quick case study let’s try and find out how easy it is to setup a new WordPress blog in one of the most reliable shared hosting
providers: Bluehost

Bluehost should definitely be at the top list of anyone who’s considering running a WordPress site. Bluehost is the only hosting
service officially recommended by WordPress and has been the number-one recommended hosting service for their platform for
almost 10 years. There are many reasons why Bluehost is so highly recommended, but here are just a few:

• Premium customer service, reliability and usability

• Easy-to-use control panel

• Custom-built servers to provide the most stable and reliable hosting environment

• Quickly getting started process with our one-click WordPress install provided by MOJO Marketplace

• Expert, in-house technical support provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

• Unlimited websites, email accounts, and domains - all on one account at an affordable price

• No gimmicks, no contracts. You can enjoy the comfort of a 30-day money back guarantee and the option to cancel at any time.

4.1 How to get your Wordpress Blog Up and Running

To set up your hosting account with Bluehost, follow the steps below or check out this video tutorial that will walk you through
the necessary steps.

How to Start a Blog in Less than 4 Minutes with Wordpress and BlueHost

Before you get started, it will speed up the process to think of a domain name you want to use and to have your credit card for
payment ready to go.

4.2 Ten Easy steps to get there

4.2.1 Step 1: Get started

Go to Bluehost home page by either hitting the affiliated link here or use www.bluehost.com. Click Get started now.

https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCPmlxwKIFc
https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
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Figure 4.1: Bluehost’s Get started page

4.2.2 Step 2: Select your Plan

Select the plan that best suits your needs.

Figure 4.2: Select your hosting plan



How to Start a Blog with WordPress 11 / 22

4.2.3 Step 3: Choose a Domain Name

Next, you need to choose a domain name for your site. If you already own a domain name, you can enter it here, and you will
just have to go through a few extra steps to make sure you get your DNS pointed to Bluehost. If you don’t already have a domain
name, you can purchase one from right in the sign up process, and the best part is, it comes free with your new WordPress hosting
account purchase.

Figure 4.3: Choose your domain name

4.2.4 Step 4: Fill In your Personal Information

Fill in the form provided with your personal and billing information.
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Figure 4.4: Fill in your account information

Select the account plan period.

The longer term you purchase the lower the monthly rate is going to be. There are few other offers provided at sign up, which
you can include at your discretion. We recommend to uncheck all of them at this time and add them later whenever you decide
that you need them.

After you’ve filled in your information and chosen your hosting package, click the Next button to complete your purchase.

Figure 4.5: Select the account plan period
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4.2.5 Step 5: Create your Password

In the following screen, you’ll be informed that your purchase has been successful and will be asked to create a password for
your account.

Figure 4.6: Create your password (First Step)

You can use the Password Generator to create a strong and secure password, or create one yourself. If you decide to do it yourself,
it is required for your password to follow a certain policy to protect your account.

Click on the Create button to complete the sign-up process.
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Figure 4.7: Create your password (Second Step)

4.2.6 Step 6: Installing WordPress

Now that you are all signed up and are able to log into your account, you can get started installing WordPress!

This may seem like the most complicated step, but as you’ll soon find out Bluehost has worked hard to make this one of the
easiest things for you to do by using the new MOJO Marketplace for installing WordPress and other applications.

The following page is the starting point for the most popular options related to your hosting. It contains various links, from
helpful resources, to marketing and e-mail configuration options, but also has a section named website where you can find a
number of options for administering your site. It is under this section where you can locate and click the Install WordPress link.

https://www.webcodegeeks.com/bluehost/
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Figure 4.8: Get started installing WordPress

Another way that leads to the same result is to click the cPanel link on the top left of your screen. This reveals the cPanel screen,
a screen that has all the stuff required for managing your hosting. Look for the section titled website builders and click on the
Install WordPress link.

Figure 4.9: Bluehost cpanel
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This will open the installation window. Click on the green Install button that will start the WordPress installation process, which
has a few easy steps.

Figure 4.10: Start the installation process

4.2.7 Step 7: Check Domain Availability

Click on the Check Domain button.

Figure 4.11: Check domain availability
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The system will check for the availability of the supplied domain name and will lead you to the next page.

Figure 4.12: Checking domain availability

4.2.8 Step 8: Last Installation steps

After you’ve read the terms and conditions, check the box indicating that you’ve done so, then click Install Now.

Figure 4.13: Agree with the terms and conditions
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Now you’ll see the green progress page, which will show you how far along the installation is. Once WordPress is fully installed,
it will provide you with your site URL, the admin login URL, your username, and password. You will get a copy of this
information, except your password, in your email as well. Make sure to keep it in a safe place.

Figure 4.14: Intermediate screen of the installation process

Once the "Your install is complete!" is displayed, you’re set to access your new WordPress blog.

Figure 4.15: Your install is complete
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4.2.9 Step 9: Access your new WordPress Blog

Click on the View button to display your newly created credentials.

Figure 4.16: View your new WordPressBlog

The next screen contains all the information you need to log in to your blog. Pay extra attention to the Admin URL. Write it
down because this is the URL that you’re going to use every time you’d like to perform any kind of action to your blog.

Figure 4.17: Installation Credentials
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At this point you can log into your WordPress site by going to the admin login URL. Paste it to a new browser window, enter
your username and password and click Log In. This will take you to your WordPress dashboard. From there, you can control
everything that has to do with your WordPress blog, such as creating pages, writing posts, and changing the appearance.

Figure 4.18: Admin Login Page

4.2.10 Step 10: Create and Publish a Post

Hit the Posts link from the left navigation menu of your dashboard. This will list all of your existing posts.

Next click on the Add New blue button to create a new post.
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Figure 4.19: Add new post to your blog

Provide a title and some content for your post and hit either the Preview button to view your post before going public or the
Publish button to have your content immediately exposed to the Internet .

Figure 4.20: Preview an existing post

Le voila! Your first post of your brand new blog is a reality.
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Figure 4.21: Sample of first post

Final note: You’ll notice there are affiliate links throughout this post. This means that if you sign up for one of these services,
webcodegeeks do earn a commission. Selecting these links is not in any case obligatory, but just a way of showing your appre-
ciation in case that you found the current material helpful. Apart from that every recommendation made in this post is solely
driven by professional experience and is aimed at facilitating your efforts to improve your career.

https://www.webcodegeeks.com/
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